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What kind of BC do we want? That's what Steelwoskaesked members of the BC Legislature last wé&ak: economy was in
bad shape even before 2008, USW told members dfdfmslature’s Select Committee on Finance; thenenac crisis has
made things much worse.

And we warned that a lot of our mounting problemesdirectly due to current government policy. Gordon Camjfxbell
government has not only watched the BC forest itnguteteriorate; he’s made it worse with a sucaessi misguided
policies.

From 2001 to 2008, B@lready saw falling investment, slumping productivity, vegd exports and increased imports. Most
workers’ real wages fell. And the decline of ousnufacturing and industrial base and falling inceraeedirectly linked to

the province’s growing social problems: povergpecially child poverty; mounting homelessness 8026eople lived on
Vancouver’s streets in April, 2008 — growing healtbblems; skyrocketing household debt. “Connleetdots,” as
Steelworkers’ Western Canada director Steve Huyg. sa

Now the economic crisis makes thirggpreciably worse. It seems to have caught the Campbell governongaivares — they
wereunprepared for rising welfare caseloads and high unemploymeven thougleveryone else saw them coming. But they
were deep in pre-election denial. Finance mini€@in Hansen even claimed BC wowdbid the recession!

Chief among the policies that helped underminesmonomy were the Liberals’ permissive attitude talrraw-log exports,
allowing companies to export millions of cubic nrstef timber instead of creating jobs in BC's sallsrand wood-processing
facilities. Campbell’s support for the Canada-USt8ood Lumber Agreement ensured thahdreds of millions of dollars
were spent on US sawmills, not BC mills; the dewmloairaged evemore raw-log shipments. The Liberals sat on their hands
as profitable wood-processing plants were closedveorkers were laid off.

Regressive tax policies — tax cuts for corporatiamd wealthy individuals, the 2008 gas tax and tiharmonized sales tax
—further eat intomost British Columbians’ wages and incomes. Whamnnemember that 70 percent of our gross domestic
product depends on consumer spending, you canoseéhis just helpsleepen the recession. The government’s mulish refusal
to raise the minimum wage — now Canada’s lowdstther erodes many families’ spending.

Sixty-seven thousanaore British Columbians were unemployed in August thalugust 2008. Employment in goods-
producing industries is down by 13.1 percent; mactufring by 12.3 percent. Welfare caseloads greagd to peak at
147,000 in June 2010; it seems the government foideted the number of people expected to be ofaveehext year by
about 28 per cent, according to a leaked repom fitee Ministry of Housing and Social Services.

Now they're panicking. As the budget problems worCampbell’'s ministers are flailing around talfihings to cut: one day
it's health-care spending, the next education, trants to non-profit and arts groups, then sesvioe victims of family
violence. Some of the cuts were withdrawn — buy thesperately need to csimewhere because they don’t have enough
revenue.

Until we have a government that ensures that BGuregs create BC jobs, things will just get worgée will increasinglynot
have enough revenues or spending power to prowaderd services or address our growing social pnadleMore and more of
us will be unemployed, poor and even homeless. t\Whd of BC doyou want?

Kim Pollock is a United Steelworkers research representative, based in Burnaby.
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